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*So far as my knowledge goes I have nothing but praise for women who were
in the various boards. In particular I am acquainted with the work done by Begum
Habibullah Saheba who was your representative in Lucknow and Mrs. Bhatnagar who
was in Cawnpore. Informations from various other ^ places make me bold to say
that women nave shown great public spirit, genuine Interest and unrivalled devotion
to the public cause. I will therefore, on your behalf put forward the claim that
women should get far larger representation on the -local bodies than at present. (In
passing I may add, there is only one member in each.) In the second place, you
nave to consider the qustion of the system of representation. I have never loved
nomination. It muzzles your opinions, cramps your individuality and is subject to
michievous wire-pulling. "We have ample evidence to say that in the^ last elections,
the use of the power of nomination was misapplied. Instead of nominating women
who have done some public service or who are educated, cultured and public -spirited,
in some cases, persons have been nominated who are then to support a particular
party or person. The practice of nomination stands self-condemned and I strongly
urge its abolition.

I want joint electorate for women to the local bodies. I will not personally
countenance any communal electorate in this sphere. It is just the place where we
can begin the experiment of joint electorate. But I want reservation of seats for
such time till men have been able to forget their prejudice against women as women
and treat them as colleagues,

'Regarding reservation, I endorse the view of my friend and predecessor as
president, Kunwarani Lady Maharaj Singh, that we should get one-third of the seats
in the education and health committees and about similar representation on the
general body. It is for you to lay down the definite proportion.

There are on the anvil of the Legislative Assembly four social reform bills. Dr.
Deshmukh's Bill for giving property rights to women: Dr. Bhagwan Bas's bill for
inter-caste marriage ; Rao Bahadur M, C. Raja's bill for removal of untouchability,
and another bill for tightening the Sarda Act. I give my whole-hearted support to
the principles of all the bills and urge upon the Government and the M. L. A. s to
pass these measures. The measures are long overdue and there is no reason to
delay. Social reform, I know, is not a matter of bills and resolutions but legal
recognition of the right to change gives an impetus to modernise our social organi-
sation, In India instead of the law going a step forward to help social reform I find
the legal machinery even fails to register the changes that have been going on.
I ask you who represent the best element in the women's population of Oudh to
give your verdict for these measures of social reform.

In the last winter, a conference was held in Calcutta to consider the question of
crime against women which is on the increase particularly in the Punjab, ^Rajputana
and Bengal In our province in the western districts and in the districts on me
borders of trie States we find them in a large number. The question is an intricate
one and we have not enough facts in our possession to come to a decision as to tne
method of checking it. I think we should appoint a sub-committee to fgo into me
question and suggest ways and means to combat the evil. I will not go into further
detail at present but will wait for the report of the committee.

Lady Srivastava next appealed for the relief of beggars. She said that twice the
proposal was brought before the Legislative Council and the Government spokesmen
Jnad expressed sympathy and promised to look Into the matter when the financial
position improved. Like the ancient 'payble when able', this debt to the sufferers
of Social neglect and apathy had ever been paid. The finances never ^improved and
, me municipalities, even if they made any attempt to start such a thing, were dis-
couraged and so the miserable lot of tne beggars remained very much the same,
She raged that it was the duty of women to take active part in healing the social
disease. tMen are proverbially callous', she remarked, ana if we to act like tneni
sttffermg will never end.1 She appealed to every woman present ^at tne

.                                                                  ^

conference, whether she was a member of a local board or not, to move their res-
peetive "toattJs to establish homes where the maimed and disabled conld get shelter,
where the siok could be treated and the hungry fed.

, The president thanked  the members   of the   Oudh Women's Conference for their
ness in giving let a patient   hearing.   She said it was her endeavour to ^ give her
to the women's came and she hoped   they would be   able to do something suos-
~* lor the women in general,

